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Abstract

The authors examine how the immigrant population of Germany has risen despite the fact that the
German government has sought to restrict it. They argue that among other things, family reunion
policies, Germany’s liberal asylum policy and the high birthrate of immigrant women has led to this
phenomenon. The authors further argue that in order to understand German immigration, one must
make a distinction between immigrants of German origin (the “expellees”) and other immigrants of
non-German origin. Each group received separate treatment, was viewed differently, and shared
different fates in Germany. The authors argue that the German government needs to treat these
groups more equally and make access to German citizenship easier for non-German immigrants.
They conclude that Germany needs to reconceptualize its understanding of what constitutes German
citizenry. The continued wealth and stability of Germany and the poverty and instability of its
neighbors to the east ensure that Germany will continue to serve as a desirable destination for
immigrants whether it supports that migration or not.
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